
Vocabulary

Secular: not being 
connected to any religious 
or spiritual ideas.

Secular: not being 
connected to any religious 
or spiritual ideas.
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Makkah is a sacred place for many Muslims. The 
Ka’bah is in Makkah. It is a large, black, cube-
shaped building and the direction of prayer for 
Muslims.

Many Jewish people visit Jerusalem and leave 
prayer and messages in the Western Wall because 
of how close it is to the original Temple.

For some people, pilgrimage is a journey to a place 
that holds personal, cultural or spiritual 
importance, not necessarily linked to religion.

Jerusalem is a sacred place for Muslims as it is 
believed the Prophet Muhammad journeyed 
and ascended to heaven on the Temple Mount 
in Jerusalem. The Dome of the Rock shrine and a 
mosque now stand here.

Traditional pilgrimages are journeys to a place of 
spiritual or religious significance, often mentioned 
in religious texts or been practised for 100s of 
years.

Jerusalem is a significant place for many Jewish 
people. The Temple Mount is where the First 
and Second Temples were constructed and later 
destroyed. The Western Wall is a remaining part 
of the original structure.

Jerusalem is significant for many Christians. In the 
Christian Bible, it says Jesus spent time praying in 
the Garden of Gethsemane just outside Jerusalem 
the night before he was crucified. His crucifixion 
also took place in Jerusalem. 

Vocabulary

Atheist: a person who does not believe there is 
a god or gods.

Hajj: the annual Islamic pilgrimage to Makka, 
Saudi Arabia, and one of the Five Pillars of Islam.

Spirituality: connection with inner-self, 
immaterial or non-physical things and belief in 
something beyond yourself.



Key Learning: To explore significant religious and non-religious journeys and pigrimages.

1 What can make a space significant?
Identify reasons for attendance at events and understand their significance. Apply the terms belonging, spirituality And commitment 
contextually. Categorise elements of events focused on people, place and practice.

2 Why might a Jewish person want to visit Jerusalem?
Explain the significance of the Western Wall and synagogues in Jewish traditions and practices. Reflect on the distinction between 
religious adherence and tourism at significant religious sites. Articulate own viewpoints on leaving messages or prayers at significant 
locations.

3 Why is Jerusalem significant to some Muslim people?
Discuss the significance of Jerusalem for many Muslim people, evaluating the rules around attending significant places. Consider why 
some religious spaces are not accessible for everyone. Reflect on own views surrounding own accessibility to significant places .

4 How can shared challenge bring people together?
Interpret scripture to understand why Makkah is important. Identify reasons why some people may find Hajj challenging, suggesting 
actions that could help people overcome these. Understand that shared challenge can bring people closer together.

5 Are all journeys pilgrimages?
Categorise and differentiate between statements related to religious and non-religious events. Analyse and discuss the motivations and 
significance behind attending a Humanist convention. Identify some of the reasons why someone may choose to attend a non-religious 
event.

6 Why is it better to be there in person?
Identify and discuss different types of pilgrimage, both traditional and modern. Locate and explain the significance of some pilgrimage 
sites in the UK. Reflect on the concept of a personal pilgrimage and articulate its importance to self.
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