
Theology Social Sciences Philosophy

Jewish, Christian and Muslim beliefs stem from 
Abraham (known as Ibrahim for Muslims) who 
was a prophet God made a covenant with. 

The Harmandir Sahib was 
the first Sikh place of 
worship (gurdwara) to be 
built. Three Sikh Gurus 
planned and completed 
the gurdwara with 
voluntary help from 
members of the 
community.

Holy and sacred generally relate to God, religion or 
enlightened beings such as the Buddha.
They refer to something
considered special that
Is greatly respected and
treated with care,
Especially in religious
contexts.

Many stories in the Torah, Christian Bible and 
Qur’an mention significant places within 
Jerusalem.

The river Ganges in India is considered sacred by 
many Hindus as it is believed to be the Goddess 
Ganga.

Why are some places in the world significant to believers?
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Vocabulary

Authentic: genuine, original and true; not a 
copy or replica.

Covenant: a promise or agreement.

Diaspora: a group of people who leave their 
country of origin and settle in different parts of 
the world, where they keep their religion and 
culture.

Pilgrimage: travelling to a place which holds 
value to a religious group or worldview.

Religious: following a set of beliefs and 
teachings.

Replica: an exact copy or model of something 
made to look like the original but sometimes on 
a smaller scale.

Shrine: a sacred place where people go to 
worship and offer prayers or focus on a deity.

Significant: important or noticeable.

Stupas: a dome-shaped structure believed to 
contain relics linked to the Buddha or other 
significant Buddhist figures. 

Jerusalem, Israel

Machu Picchu, Peru Mount Sinai, Egypt

Mount Fuji, Japan Glastonbury Tor, UK



Key Learning: To investigate why some places are significant to some religions using maps, pictures and texts.

1 What can make a place significant?
Identify places we personally consider significant. Consider whether height can make a place significant, reflecting on how some people 
use and understand mountains. Discuss why some people may consider mountains to be sacred, significant, or both.

2 How can religious events make a place significant?
Identify the importance of Jerusalem to some Jewish, Christian and Muslim people. Explore scripture to find examples of significant 
places being mentioned. List historical factors that contributed to the significance of Jerusalem. Discuss how Jerusalem is viewed across 
the Arabic religions.

3 What makes the Harmandir Sahib significant to many Sikhs?
Find clues about the significance of the Harmandir Sahib by learning about its history and the practices that take place there. Recall some 
of the Gurus’ teachings, explore images and consider whether the beauty of a place can make it significant.

4 How can a river be a goddess?
Investigate the significance of the River Ganges for religious and non-religious people, exploring images and listing reasons why people 
may visit. Explain why people from different worldviews see water as purifying and cleansing. 

5 Can relics make a place significant?
Explain why certain objects may be important to some people, learning about different relics and how they can affect the significance of a 
place. Discuss the impact a relic may have on some people.

6 Who can visit significant places?
Consider why different people choose to visit significant places and the impact it can have on locals, tourists and pilgrims. Recognise why 
a place can be important to members of a worldview, discussing why someone might benefit from visiting a significant place. Evaluate 
who should have access to these places.
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