Homework Tasks (Year 5):

Comprehension: Please complete — and mark — ‘The Magic of Merlin’ on pg.2 and 3 of this
file. Answers can be found on pg.4. Your responses should be recorded in your Homework
Jotter provided by school.

GPS: Please read ‘The Three Judges’ on pg.5 of this file then answer — and mark — the
‘Word’ and ‘Sentence’ questions on pg. 6 and 7. Answers can be found on pg.8. Please use
these to help work out how to answer any questions you are unsure about. Your responses
should be recorded in your Homework Jotter provided by school.

Please ensure your completed homework books are handed in at school on
Wednesday 4" March.

Spelling: A spelling test on Spring 2 Week 1 list of words will take place next Friday.
The list of words is available separately on the Woodpecker Class page of the school
website. Please log onto Spelling Shed to support practice at home.

Multiplication & Division Facts: Application of multiplication and division facts will take
place throughout the week during Fluent in Five and Flashback Four. Please practise all facts
up to 12 x 12.

Reading: You are expected to do at least 20 minutes of independent reading at home,
every day. Please remember to log all new books read — both those at home and at school
— in our class reading log as there are no home reading records in Woodpecker Class:




The Magic Of Merlin

Name: Merlinus Ambrosius

Dates: Lived in the 6th Century AD for approximately 450 years
Place of Birth: Wales

Family: Mother — Adhan; father - an unnamed magical figure who gave Merlin his supernatural powers.
Sister — Ganielda (later Queen of the Cumbrians)

Spouse: Gwendolen

Occupation: Sage, druid, prophet, magician.

The Legend

Many stories exist surrounding the existence and life of the magician known as Merlin. Some say he was
a real-life historical figure, others that he was an invention of writers telling fabricated tales of the history
of Britain. As his life span occurred in an age where there is limited historical data, it is difficult to have
definitive proof either way. What we do know is that his name is synonymous with the idea of powerful
magic and the legend of King Arthur.

Origins and early life

Born to a mortal woman and a supernatural figure, early stories of Merlin say he had magical gifts. His
powers were said to be deeply connected to nature and the elements, especially the forests. Some think
stories of Myrddin, a sage (wise healer and elder) from Welsh folklore are early stories of Merlin. Known
as “the Wildman of the woods”, Myrddin had been an adviser in the Welsh court. Traumatised by scenes
in battle where the Welsh chieftain and his own sister were slain, Myrddin fled to the forest where he
acquired the gift of prophecy. The name Merlin later returns in stories as an advisor to Kings of the Britons:
Vortigern, Uther Pendragon and his son King Arthur.

The Gift of Prophecy

To make a prophecy is to see omens or symbols that allow one to predict the future. These may be from
dreams, “visions”, animals or even in clouds or landscapes. Merlin was said to have made many prophecies,
many of which are found in Geoffrey of Monmouth’s historical writings of around 1130 AD (rather than the
500s when Merlin supposedly lived). The prophecies, as detailed by Monmouth, were vague enough to

be interpreted in many different ways. To the superstitious folk of the 12th century, it was popular to think
they came from a wise wizard.

The Two Dragons Prophecy

Vortigern, a ruler of Briton, was said to have called upon Merlin to interpret a problem he was having

mim



building a tower on a certain piece of land. Merlin is said to have told him that he could not build there as
the land was on a pool inhabited by two dragons who were fighting. The red dragon (interpreted to be the
Saxon’s who had invaded Briton at the time) seemed to have the upper hand, however, the white dragon
(the Briton’s under Vortigern’s rule) would win in the end. When this happened, the tower could be built.
Vortigern saw this as a vision of the future, and he went on to win the battle for Briton.

Other predictions that Merlin made included that Arthur, son of Uther, would become King after removing
a sword from a stone. He, as the “true heir of Briton”, would have a round table of knights, where all the
court were equal and rules of chivalry would preside. This would, Merlin predicted, unite the country in an
age of peace and prosperity. According to Arthurian legend, all this came true.

Merlin’'s Demise

Stories tell of several apprentices who came to learn from the great wizard and who were blessed by being
able to share his magical gifts (although not his gift of prophecy). Fairy Queen Sebile and Arthur’s half-sister
Morgan la Fey learnt magic from Merlin, though Morgan betrayed him. Merlin’s most famous apprentice
was Nimueh, the lady of the Lake at Avalon, who became so powerful she bewitched and trapped Merlin
underground for eternity. It is unclear where the “cave” or stone which marks Merlin’s final resting place is.

Was Merlin real or is he just a made-up figure? Writers, historians, and archaeologists cannot seem to
agree. What is clear is that this fascinating figure has inspired many young would-be mages to dream of a
magical existence.

RETRIEVAL FOCUS

1. Who were Merlin’s parents, what was special about them?
2. Who might have been an early “version” of Merlin?

3. Who did Merlin advise?

4. Name two of Merlin’s apprentices.

5. What happened to Merlin in the end?

VIPERS QUESTIONS

Merlin is described as a, “Sage, druid, prophet, magician” — what do these words mean?

How does the author cast doubt on whether Merlin was actually real?

The prophecies of Merlin were only “published” over 600 years after his death. How does
this make them seem less reliable?

Why do you think Merlin’s prophecies were popular?

Does it matter whether Merlin was real or not?



Answers - Stage 5 - The Magic Of Merlin:

1. Mother — Adhan; father - an unnamed magical figure who gave Merlin his supernatural powers.
2. Welsh folklore hero Myrddin

3. Merlin advised the kings of Briton: Vortigern, Uther Pendragon and his son Arthur.

4. Fairy Queen Sebile, Morgan La Fey and Nimeuh {lady of the Lake of Avalon}.

5. He was betrayed by his apprentice Nimeuh who cast a spell on him and trapped him
underground for all time.

V:

. Sage — wise man

. druid — important religious leader and healer in ancient Celtic times

. prophet — someone who has or interprets visions and symbols to predict the future
. Magician — person who has magical powers {(aka a mage)

E: Throughout the piece there are phrases which suggest it is debatable that Merlin existed, he is
introduced to us in “stories” and that it is “difficult to have definitive proof” of whether he is real.
The facts we are told are only “according to people” or from what “some people say” which casts
doubt on their truth. In the first and final paragraphs the writer acknowledges that he may not be
real.

I: There are few written records from the time Merlin was alive and those about him that exist
come over 500 years later, so are likely to be inaccurate. They are being written by and interpreted
by people from a different historical age and are not recorded elsewhere, so how do these people
know the prophecies or any of the stories are true?

I: The prophecies were popular because they were written when people were more superstitious
and more inclined to believe in such things. Also, because they are vague, people can interpret
them in different ways to suit what they want them to say. Some people like to feel the universe is
controlling their destiny and the prophecies suggest this.

E: It does not really matter if he was real or not; people are still fascinated by Merlin’s story. The
author says writers, historians and archaeologists still debate his existence, which implies he is a
topic of interest and conversation.



/,
;7 Not all Greek gods are still well-known, but nearly all of them are

/ fascinating. Perhaps none are more interesting than Aeacus, Minos
and Rhadamanthus. Together, they were known as the Judges of

the Dead.

Legend has it that they began life as men but were related to Zeus.
Between them, they created law and order on Earth and were

\ rewarded by becoming demigods when they died.

\ Their job was to judge the souls of people who died. Many ancient
religions have these judges. Aeacus judged the souls of people
who lived in Europe, and Rhadamanthus judged those from Asia.
Remember, places such as the Americas and Australia weren’t

known to the Greeks. Minos had the final say on all judgments.

Alongside judging the dead, they guarded Hades, the god of the
Underworld. Minos is also famous as the tyrannical ruler of Crete.
After his son died in Athens, he forced the city to send him fourteen
children every nine years to be fed to the Minotaur in his labyrinth.

Eventually, the Minotaur was defeated by Theseus.
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FOGUS ON - WORD

Match the prefixes to the correct word.

Use each box only once.

dis judge
mis order
un known

2 Which suffix can be added to the word final to create a verb?
Tick one.

O ise

O ate

O ify

en

CHALLENGE

3 Replace the underlined words with a more formal word.

O

Aeacus judged the souls of people who lived in Europe.

located inhabited lied stayed




FOCUS ON - SEX

Which other adverb of possibility can replace Perhaps in the sentence
below without changing its meaning?

Tick one.

Perhaps none are more interesting than Aeacus, Minos and Rhadamanthus.
(O Certainly

(O Definitely

(O Maybe

(O Interestingly

2 Underline the fronted adverbial.

Eventually, the Minotaur was defeated by Theseus.

Identify which word class each of the underlined words belong to.

Tick one box in each row.

After his son died in Athens, Minos, forcibly ordered the city to send him
fourteen children every nine years.

word adverb conjunction preposition

After

in
forcibly

CHALLENGE

4 Rewrite the passive sentence into an active sentence.

The Minotaur Was defeated by Theseus.

~ Theseus




Answers - The Three Judges

WORD

1. dis + order = disorder
mis + judge = misjudge
un + known = unknown

2. 1st option — ise (finalise)

CHALLENGE QUESTION:
Aeacus judged the souls of people who inhabited in Europe.

SENTENCE

1. 3rd option — Maybe

2. Eventually, the Minotaur was defeated by Theseus.
3. After = conjunction

in = preposition
forcibly = adverb

CHALLENGE QUESTION:
Theseus defeated the Minotaur.
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